
Warming Will Lead to Major Disease Outbreaks, Experts Warn http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/12/1202_051202_w...

1 of 3 3/22/06 11:02 PM

Email to a Friend

RELATED

Mosquito Adapting to Global Warming, 
Study Finds

Genes of Most Deadly Malaria Form 
Decoded

Africa's Malaria Death Toll Still 
"Outrageously High"

 

Site Index | Subscribe | Shop | Search  Go  

TODAY'S BEST NEWS PHOTO

Photo in the News: Two-Headed 
Turtle Found in China

VIDEO IN THE NEWS

Video: Meerkats Fight or Flee 
at Sounds of Recorded Calls

News Front Page

15 Most Popular News 
Stories

Photos in the News

Videos in the News

Animals & Nature News

Archaeology & 
Paleontology News

Environment News

Health News

History & Culture News

Offbeat News

Science & Space News

Travel & Adventure News

NEWS FEEDS

 
Get our news delivered
directly to your
desktop—free.
How to Use XML or RSS

FREE NEWSLETTER

Sign up for our free Inside 
National Geographic 
newsletter.
Every two weeks we'll 
send you our top stories 
and photos (see sample).

CONTACT US

Email the News Staff 

Contact Other Staff

 

News Front Page > Environment

Warming Will Lead to 
Major Disease Outbreaks, 
Experts Warn
Nicholas Bakalar

for National Geographic News
December 2, 2005

Disease outbreaks in humans are likely to increase as

global climate change reshapes the world's
ecosystems, a recent report suggests.

The report, "Climate Change Futures: Health, Ecological
and Economic Dimensions," was jointly issued last 
month by Harvard Medical School's Center for Health 

and the Global Environment, reinsurance company 
Swiss Re, and the United Nations Development 

Program.

The editors project
significant 
increases in 

human 
susceptibility to 

various diseases 
and present 
detailed scenarios 

for the rapid 
spread of malaria, 

West Nile virus, 
and Lyme 
disease.

Previous studies of the future affects of warming have

predicted dire consequences, such as species loss, 
coastal flooding, severe weather, and decreased fresh 

water.

This latest 140-page report offers a highly detailed
examination of the impacts warming could have on 

human health and the associated economic 
consequences.

Floods and Droughts

According to the report, 3,000 African children die each
day from malaria, and climate change is making the 

disease even more virulent.

Warming raises the biting and reproductive rates of
mosquitoes and prolongs the breeding season. Warmer 

temperatures also shorten the time it takes for malaria 
parasites inside mosquitoes to reach full maturity.
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"Global climate change is not the same all over the

globe," said Richard V. Lee, professor of medicine at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo. Lee was not 
involved in the study.

Some areas will see increased rainfall, others more

droughts, he said.

"We know that the range of mosquito [species] known to
carry certain infections like malaria will expand as 

temperatures and rainfalls vary," he added.

Increased rain usually means increased mosquito
breeding sites, although floods can sometimes wash the 

insects' eggs away.
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A female mosquito feeds on a human host. A recent report says global
warming will increase the range of disease-carrying mosquitoes, 
spawning outbreaks of malaria, West Nile virus, and other illnesses.
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